Limits of tolerance

u.mnp.wanm lke 0 argue it the sl ity of e Jopcse
Gocs not le in the inticacies of grammar and vocabulary, but in
g e demascarion, line between what may be suid. even i it s

grammatically wrong, and what may not be said, even if it is grammaticelly
comect.

This demarcation line is, as I see it, created by all those elements that are
essential for mlmmmng:fndmgof enal comior. Morcoves, e clements
ot attrary but formed in intraction with olber members of the same.

iy, Ths in German a wiong formation of the e of o

vl (o, i sl by o namnaive spsker migt be 0 ot
led to a native German
spnkel‘s D oo 1. . T of someoue. 100 leuming ot

intependendly, appying s propery. Linis ot wlerance. whes
g s have a lot to do with how the speakers of that angesge bcheve
that society — and not only language - should function.

o e shou e it of wlrnce in Jpaess eqies

lmdmmndm; o bow a ey o oty ol
oo 1 not ignoe th fat tht thre are systems f belif on
many Joels - mdwm\m rop, ol regione o . e i only
possible 1o speak of belief systems that arc widely shared among Japancse
Fekers on colfrl love

a behaviour
essential for the maintenance of emotional security - it is practical
et of all o find out how an inividuals acions within hi or her ocial unit
have been shaped and legitimiscd.

Hor | con oy by same . e o hat in Japan defined what &
s and what human beaviou ught o e ke Probbly e ot

one force upon another. A central clement of Taoism js the concept of yin and
yang. mn!lsmkmyl'emmm: and "hourising/masculine”. According o this
3o view there can be no final state or defiaite goal. Within such a system

mental comfort and self-esteem are closely ted o finding one's own relative.

The greatest direct impact on the concrete pattemns of m.nkmg e o fn
universe" certinly came from Buddhist teachings. Besi =
o compaile with asic Taoist concept Buddism hyad i src
through

fact that "self”
changing constelations, and that it is not the constelations that will adapt to
“self.

Confucianism — and partcularly the orthodox teachings of what is known as
{eo-Confucianism (shushigaku, "the teachings of Chu Hsi" [1130-1200)) - is a.

third decisive factor to shape Japanese values and pl i
o jitue”, Virtue, in shushigaku tems, Includes
understanding fact that each clement in the universe exists relative o

e . Ve sl can b Tencd o an ine compass (conreely
referred to as kokoro — "hear”) that helps a person properly fit into a given

i, il s funcioned s an expasion of Confcian ideas, defning
s 1ty wiinsoity, bt o betwee sty e dei

th populas forms of Buddhism Gc. the bel i Boistes
Who il do fevours for manin) it brings e i o e s i
gh to the human world to permit a direct and concrete relationship with it
‘e sl o hus shapes b e, rom e isanc brough ke
Sl e, ‘bt rather through the retur of favours, encouraging belif in
you-so-that-you-give-me” principle and the proper management of

All the main systems of thought that have fundamentally shaped Japan have
important characteistics in common. All in their way hold the view that
individual and social action must occur inside an overall frame of an all-
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At this point
sl o enpysie oo i i ok et i
pregiaosiny has been exposed to Taoism. Buddhism and

‘years. Moreoy
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how and when 10 omit elements of information, relying on the fact that the

person.
‘and that e will therefore complete my signals.

probable that a Japanese speaker camnot deal with the inversion of
st clarification of relationships — then the presentation of a fact.
Not being able to deal with disregard for the primary aspect of human action,
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the rule
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beyond the limits ofhistolerance.
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By what means, | would like to ask, docs a of modem J; socicty
et ity of s b ol sy.uem? 1 will touch upon two major
tely astounding quanity of material

person find the proper way (0 speak, write or act in &

pract act
Eormmicaive acion a cair

expressing nothing more and

different kinds of relationships
most interesting to observe, however, that sanctions in Japan e mm

e Gt
Keep Rather, sanctioning consists of mm, Ihmuﬁender .)

i obery and theey ) 10 Tl st e
conclusion that appropriate forms of behaviour are necessary.

lal e s e if we on our part did not show - even if our

sill-
facts.

sl o employmen n o firm o paicpaion ia 1 s b e ool
e fundamental

means rfcting upon he fct of being 4 manor & woman, & youngr oredee
person, a giver or eceiver, and 50 0n.

On the vl of linguage, these reflections cnall cucly choodin et
preies o aiional hrses the e s adoging 3 i
P s o of sy sophato Semem, & e o
Focine gsturet, catul doberaion 3¢ 1 o proceed in 5.v...,
informaton . ow 10 chop up nd rder ne’s " Ifoomation s0 @t o

the sense of
e o e ko adjust”, or
 eflction, i the sense of: “reflect upon who you are and who the other

person is." A further very important concept s re. ref may be described s the

feeling,
outsde a framework of other people who were there before you and who are
there around i

i atly often translated as “greeting”). In specific
ntexts rei can also mean “paying for an effort", "showing respect towards
et oty sopmnats poe' o tiply " et i
e e vt ot o Ly cthernt t of

ice e does ot primarily = (ol\owms e Rllﬁu rei
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‘The basic values in Japanese culture can be said not o focus on what may or

an absiract sense. Kathr, they work 1o rain the mind from
the outset to st all actns o the considraton of a given relatonship:
“Who am T, 2 who is the olhe peson? that s the cenra queston
o B Ve i b 2 Sl I of keep
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‘people apart, such as laws, time slots, space markers, and, on the level of
langusge specch forms at indicate mainly s wiout any nearer

"you person

o i e e i s i = s e o g, for

whom [ am esponsbe, it i oot disance that s perceived, bot raher
mplementary forces working ther.

We might say that every culture possesses cerain "sacred" areas,
infringement upon which, cither vesbally or by some action, will cause m.m

ueston. In npan this “scrsi” area cold be deiod s “The bl hat e
‘world, that fecds and nourishes us and to which we owe our existence, must
always be kxp( going” To keep the world going iti essenial that al ndividual

clements upon each other. So that this system does ot brake down it is

s s ths, prsunsbly
anything from outside prevents or hindersthe

L1fwedo

e do dis,
cven w0 0t sl 1o giv et i o 1o o oughv, e
person spoken (o as a rule will begin to move towards us and complete our
thoughts. We, h p

our partner, if communication i to succeed.

ed when referring. ilabl
Ty iding onch way rougn sven elatonsis, e dgrs of fomaaed
demets in

Rty e s reris e g R
e o o ot ol e relationships, then
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3, Py Sy, anmr st vy shld oo | ik be ol

Rather, of the necessity o acknowledge complementary

elionships, we shoold ey that ~ i et s n suh ting 2 Ty Iprse”
- there s certainly something like "an incorret inner atitude which has

Cepraions o g wonte th prlom e g o ot vt o
‘wrong, but one of botherin of not bothering someone else.

4. Far more important than the problem of correct grammar and vocabulary is

he question: *What o L - in view of who J am and who the o person is -

altogeths talk about,and ow, .. with whatthythm, in what portions, and with
jhat omissions, do | 3

limits of partnr pol * 3
and who we are!”

(Lecture held at the 4 International Pragmatics Conference, Kobe, July 1993)
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